
Garden City Public Schools
Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan
as Described in Public Act 149, Section 98a

May 24, 2021

On August 20, 2020 Governor Whitmer signed House Bill 5913 into law as Public Act 149.
Section 98a states that in order to receive state aid for 2020-2021, districts must provide for
instruction under an extended COVID-19 Learning Plan (“Plan”) that has been approved by an
intermediate district or authorizing body. The Plan does not replace the District’s/PSA’s
COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan, it is an additional plan that includes new
assurances and sections on educational goals, instructional delivery, grading, and equitable
access. PA 149 does not apply to districts that operate as a cyber school.

District/PSA educational goals written for all students and all subgroups must be established no
later than September 15, 2020 and submitted in their Plan to the ISD or Authorizing Body, as
applicable, no later than October 1, 2020 for approval. ISDs and PSAs will transmit the
approved plan to the state superintendent of public instruction and the state treasurer.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EwUD2q7H_56TE4pDk3X8QNSc4fIUF-M2/view?usp=sharing


Garden City Public Schools Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan

Address of School District/PSA: 1333 Radcliff, Garden City, MI 48135

District/PSA Code Number: 82050

District/PSA Website Address: gardencityschools.com

District/PSA Contact and Title: Derek Fisher - Superintendent

District/PSA Contact Email Address: fisherd@gardencityschools.com

Name of Intermediate School District/PSA: Wayne RESA

Name of PSA Authorizing Body (if applicable):

Date of Approval by ISD/Authorizing Body:
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Assurances

1. The District/PSA will make their ISD/Authorizing Body approved Extended
COVID-19 Learning Plan accessible through the transparency reporting link
located on the District’s/PSA’s website no later than October 1, 2020.

2. The District/PSA will create and make available on its transparency reporting link
located on the District/PSA’s website, a report concerning the progress made in
meeting the educational goals contained in its Extended COVID-19 Learning
Plan not later than February 1, 2021, for goals its expected would be achieved by
the middle of the school year and not later than the last day of school of the
2020-2021 school year for goals the District/PSA expected would be achieved by
the end of the school year.

3. Benchmark Assessments: The District/PSA will
○ select a benchmark assessment or benchmark assessments that is/are

aligned to state standards.
○ administer the approved benchmark assessment, or local benchmark

assessment, or any combination thereof, to all pupils in grades K through
8 to measure proficiency in reading and mathematics within the first nine
weeks of the 2020-2021 school year and again not later than the last day
of the of the 2020-2021 school year.

4. If delivering pupil instruction virtually, the District/PSA will
○ provide pupils with equitable access to technology and the internet

necessary to participate in instruction, and
○ expose each pupil to the academic standards that apply for each pupil’s

grade level or courses in the same scope and sequence as the
District/PSA had planned for that exposure to occur for in-person
instruction.

5. The District/PSA, in consultation with a local health department will develop
guidelines concerning appropriate methods for delivering pupil instruction for the
2020-2021 school year that are based on local data that are based on key
metrics. Note: A determination concerning the method for delivering pupil
instruction shall remain at the District/PSA Board’s discretion. Key metrics that
the District/PSA will consider shall include at least all of the following:

○ COVID-19 Cases or Positive COVID-19 tests
○ Hospitalizations due to COVID-19
○ Number of deaths resulting from COVID-19 over a 14-day period
○ COVID-19 cases for each day for each 1 million individuals
○ The percentage of positive COVID-19 tests over a 4-week period
○ Health capacity strength
○ Testing, tracing, and containment infrastructure with regard to COVID-19
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6. If the District/PSA determines that it is safe to provide in-person instruction to
pupils, the District/PSA will prioritize providing in-person instruction to pupils in
grades K to 5 who are enrolled in the District/PSA.

7. The District/PSA assures that:
○ instruction will be delivered as described in this plan and re-confirmed by

the District/PSA Board,
○ the description of instructional delivery in this plan matches the delivery of

instruction to be delivered during the 2020-2021 school year,
○ the District/PSA will reconfirm how instruction will be delivered during the

2020-2021 school year thirty days after ISD approval of the plan, and
every 30 days thereafter at a meeting of the Board, and

○ public comment will be solicited from the parents or legal guardians of the
pupils enrolled in the District/PSA during a public meeting described in
PA-149.

8. The District/PSA will ensure that students with disabilities will be provided with
equitable access to instruction and accommodation in accordance with
applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations.

9. The District/PSA will ensure that two (2), 2-way interactions occur between a
pupil enrolled in the District/PSA and the pupil’s teacher or at least one (1) of the
pupil’s teachers during each week of the school year for at least 75% of the
pupils enrolled in the District/PSA. The District/PSA will publicly announce its
weekly interaction rates at each District/PSA Board meeting where it re-confirms
how instruction is being delivered. The District/PSA will make those rates
available through the transparency reporting link located on the District/PSA
website each month for the 2020-2021 school year.

________________________________________________
District Superintendent or President of the Board of Education/Directors
May 24, 2021
__________________________________________________
Date
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Learning Plan Narrative

Opening Statement

• Please provide a statement indicating why an Extended COVID-19 Learning
Plan is necessary to increase pupil engagement and achievement for the
2020-2021 school year.

The COVID-19 global pandemic is impacting our school community in a number
of ways: we are experiencing a traumatic event, students may have significant
gaps in their learning, and equity issues are more pronounced.

Our first priority continues to be the well-being of all members of our school
community. Because of the wide range of experiences students had during the
remote learning portion of the 19-20 school year, we anticipated that students
started in the fall of 2020 with a wider than usual range of competencies. We
expected that many students would be behind and would need opportunities to
catch up. Teachers continue to need opportunities to collaborate with each other
as they examine student work and determine what comes next in the learning for
each student.

Garden City Public Schools continues to offer “in-person” instruction for our
Prek-12 and Burger Program students who elected that option, and we need to
ensure that there are structures in place to ensure student engagement and
achievement for all. Likewise, our dedicated staff will continue to support those
students who continue to receive instruction online. This plan will focus on
teaching and learning with an emphasis on equity for all learners and the
well-being of students and staff.

Garden City Public Schools Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan 5



Educational Goals

• Please outline and describe the educational goals expected to be achieved
for the 2020-2021 school year. The District/PSA must establish all of its goals
no later than September 15, 2020. Authorizing bodies expect PSA educational
goals will be aligned to the educational goal within your charter contract.

• Specify which goals are expected to be achieved by the middle of the school
year and which goals are expected to be achieved by the end of the school
year.

• Ensure that all of the following apply to the educational goals described in this
section: (a) The goals include increased pupil achievement or, if growth can be
validly and reliably measured using a benchmark assessment or benchmark
assessments, growth on a benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all
subgroups of pupils; (b) The District/PSA benchmark assessment(s) are
aligned to state standards and will be administered to all pupils K-8 at least
once within the first 9 weeks of the 2020-2021 school year and not later than
the last day of the 2020-2021 school year to determine whether pupils are
making meaningful progress toward mastery of these standards; and (c) the
District’s/PSA’s educational goals are measurable through a benchmark
assessment or benchmark assessments.

• To the extent practicable, the District/PSA will administer the same benchmark
assessment or benchmark assessments that it administered to pupils in
previous years.

During the 2020-2021 school year, the academic goals of Garden City Public Schools
are for students to experience one year’s growth in mathematics and reading as
measured by the NWEA MAP benchmark/growth assessment (used as part of GCPS
since 2011 and as required in the “Ensure” section). Additionally, learning targets have
been identified by elementary grade levels and secondary content areas. Our
instructional staff will work to make sure students master all learning targets during the
2020-2021 school year. This goal was confirmed in an open meeting with the Garden
City Schools Board of Education on September 14, 2020.

In the middle of the academic year, our district improvement team and school
improvement teams will evaluate the progress of our students to adjust interventions if
teams find students falling behind. Interventions will be continually developed based on
what the data indicates regarding student progress. This process will take place as part
of our Staff Curriculum and Development council, sometimes referred to as our District
Improvement Team.

Garden City Public Schools Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan 6



Instructional Delivery & Exposure to Core Content

• Please describe how and where instruction will be delivered during the
2020-2021 school year. (e.g. instruction may be delivered at school or a
different location, in-person, online, digitally, by other remote means, in a
synchronous or asynchronous format, or any combination thereof).

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), authorized the
return to in-person instruction for all students in grades 9-12 on December 21, 2020.
Furthermore, the Wayne County Department of Health supported a return to in-person
instruction for all students in grades PreK-12 on January 15, 2021.

For those students that elected In-Person instruction for the second semester:

Burger Program: Burger-Baylor, Burger Transition Center and the Burger Student A.I.
Classrooms at Lathers, Memorial, Douglas and Farmington returned for In-Person
instruction, Monday through Thursday on Monday, Jan. 25. This first week (week of
Jan. 25th) was half days. Fridays will be an online learning day. These students started
full day in-Person programming Monday-Thursday on Monday, February 1.

Lathers ECDD: Lathers ECDD students returned to In-Person instruction, Monday
through Thursday on Monday, Feb. 1. The ECDD Program does not hold instruction on
Fridays.

Lathers GSRP: Lathers GSRP students returned to In-Person instruction, Monday
through Thursday on Monday, Feb. 1. The GSRP Program does not hold instruction on
Fridays.

Elementary Self Contained: Self-Contained Programs at Lathers, Memorial, Douglas
and Farmington returned to In-Person instruction on Monday, February 1. Students will
attend Monday through Thursday, with Fridays as an online learning day.

K-6 Elementary Program: In-Person instruction for Lathers Kindergarten Program,
Memorial Elementary 1st and 2nd grades, Douglas 3rd and 4th grades and for Farmington
5th and 6th grades began on Monday, February 1. These grade levels re-entered on a
Hybrid program. The Blue Cohort attended in-person all day on Mondays and
Wednesdays, the Orange Cohort attended in-person all day on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Fridays will be an online learning day with both cohorts. When cohorts are
not in-person Monday - Thursday, students will engage in asynchronous work on
Schoology. Beginning on Wednesday, Feb. 17, both cohorts started attending four days
a week Monday - Thursday, with Friday as an online learning day.
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Garden City Middle School and Garden City High School: In-Person instruction for
grades 7-12 at GCMS and GCHS, began on Monday, February 1. To maintain
programming for both In-Person and Online students the District is utilizing the
concurrent classroom learning model. Secondary teachers deliver instruction to
In-person students while broadcasting their lesson to online learners over Google
Classroom. In-person students attend Monday-Thursday with Friday as an online
learning day.

Cambridge: Beginning on Monday, Feb. 1, Cambridge students will attend in-person
during their assigned day/times. Instruction for Cambridge students will include both
in-person and online learning Monday – Thursday. Instructional delivery for Cambridge
students will be facilitated through the concurrent/blended classroom model.

The District will continue to monitor the progress of the COVID-19 Pandemic and the
impact on the community as we regularly assess the continuation of In-Person
instruction. The District will continue to collaborate with the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services and the Wayne County Health Department.

For those students who elected to continue with remote learning for second
semester:

Online instruction will be modeled after traditional in-person instruction as much as
possible and staff have received professional development related to delivering
instruction in the online environment. Students will follow a set schedule, will be graded
on assignments and assessments, and attendance will be required. All special
education and 504 students will receive services as delineated in their IEPs and 504
plans.

As Garden City Public Schools teachers engage students with synchronous online
learning, we will ensure that there are structures in place to ensure student
engagement and achievement for all. We will focus on teaching and learning with an
emphasis on equity for all. We will also focus on the well-being of all members of our
school community and we will work to support student and staff mental health.
Moreover, teachers will need opportunities to collaborate with each other as they
examine student work and determine what comes next in the learning for each student.

Garden City Public Schools will continue to work in cooperation with the Wayne County
Department of Health as determinations are made about in-person instruction. This
decision will be reviewed by the Board every thirty days.
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• Please describe how instruction for core academic areas will expose each
pupil to the academic standards that apply for each pupil’s grade level or
course in the same scope and sequence as the District/PSA had planned for
that exposure to occur for in-person instruction.

Secondary students returning to In-Person education will have access to academic
standards just as they would during a normal year of school. Across the District’s
Secondary Program (Garden City Middle School, Garden City High School, and
Cambridge Alternative High School), some students have chosen to remain remote. In
those cases, online synchronous instruction will be delivered over the course of the day
in a manner consistent with bell schedules and regular academic delivery. The
education will be concurrent with the In-Person students. Students will log onto Google
Meet or Zoom for live synchronous sessions that include direct instruction, guided
instruction, and collaborative learning with classroom peers. Students will also be
assigned asynchronous work to complete when they are away from their remote
classrooms. Secondary Program and Burger Program teachers are using Google
Classroom to deliver content and activities. The Cambridge Alternative High School
students are receiving feedback and grades just as they would during in-person
instruction.

In our elementary schools (Lathers, Memorial, Douglas and Farmignton) and the Burger
Program for Students with Autism parents elected either in-person or online (remote)
instruction. For the remote learners, the District will continue delivering synchronous
online block periods for core academic subjects and action based subjects: art, music,
physical education, technology, and Spanish. Students will log onto Google Meet or
Zoom for multiple live sessions throughout the day that include direct instruction, guided
instruction, and collaborative learning among the students. Students will also be
assigned asynchronous work to complete when they are away from their remote
classrooms. Teachers are using the Schoology - Learning Management System, to
support the delivery of instructional content and activities.

For elementary students that elected in-person learning, the District will begin with a
small cohort approach for the first two weeks before transitioning to a larger cohort. The
small cohorts will attend in-person classes two days of the week (Monday/Wednesday &
Tuesday/Thursday). While their cohort is not attending, students will participate in online
learning on two other days of the week. Fridays will be a remote learning day with both
of the cohorts working remotely with their teachers, parallel to the remote learners’
experience. Beginning on Wednesday, February 17, students will transition to the larger
cohort.
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• Please describe how pupil progress toward mastery of the standards
described within this section will be graded or otherwise reported to the pupil
and the pupil’s parent or legal guardian.

While the District engages students through both in-person and remote learning,
instructional staff will deliver District approved curriculum that is Board approved and
consistent with MDE guidelines. The curriculum delivered online will be consistent with
the in-person curriculum. Elementary students will be assessed on a standards based
report card and secondary students will receive letter grades. All students both
in-person and remote/virtual will receive grades as if it were an in-person classroom
experience. Students’ grades will be housed in MISTAR and Schoology.

Progress reports will be given, and MiStar Parent Connect (a website for checking
ongoing progress) will continue to be available for parents to use throughout the year.
Report cards will be made accessible to parents/guardians whether their student is
receiving online or in-person instruction. Students will be assessed in a manner
consistent with previous practices. Grades and credit will be monitored, and students
that need intervention services to assist them will receive it.
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Equitable Access

• If delivering pupil instruction virtually, please describe how the District/PSA will
provide pupils with equitable access to technology and the internet necessary
to participate in instruction.

Over the summer and again in the winter, the District purchased additional devices
including Chromebooks and laptops to make sure that all students who need a device
have access and that no Garden City Public Schools students residing in the same
household will have to share a device. The District held numerous device pickups for
families in August and early September. As additional devices arrived in the District,
students who requested a device were contacted and provided with one

In an effort to support accessibility for all families, the District has hotspot WiFi devices
for students that don’t have access to the Internet. The Garden City Public Schools
Computer Services Department remains ready to support families with technology and
accessibility related questions. The District has a Technology Help Desk hotline for
families to contact for technology related support. The District’s Technology HELP Desk
number is 734-762-8380.
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• Please describe how the District/PSA will ensure that students with disabilities
will be provided with equitable access to instruction and accommodation in
accordance with applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations.

All students with disabilities in the district will have a contingency plan developed within
the IEP or amendment process to address their individual needs during the Covid 19
Pandemic closure. The district will provide all ancillary services (Speech, Social Work,
Occupational and Physical Therapy Consultant Services) as outlined in their IEP or 504
plan in compliance with their IEP. Contingency plans will address IEP direct service,
instructional accommodations, behavioral supports, or service delivery time that cannot
be met in an online format. These needs will be addressed utilizing alternative methods.

The District will comply with child find and IEP timeline requirements, assessing
students either in person or virtually as made available by parents/guardians. The
District will complete all initial and 3 year IEPs as required in MARSE. Initial, 3-year, and
annual IEPs and 504 meetings will be held either virtually or in person, according to the
parents’/guardians’ preference.

All students will be assessed to determine need for recovery services (COVID 19
Impact Services) due to regression or failure to make instructional gains at the same
rate as their general education peers. Individual plans will be developed for each
student to address deficits that are attributed to loss of learning related to the COVID 19
Pandemic. Recovery services will be provided to students as soon as any learning loss
is determined and remain in effect through remediation. Some students will require an
entirely new IEP to address significant losses, and if this is the case - those students'
needs will be prioritized and addressed immediately.

Parents/guardians of students with disabilities will be informed of their rights and
procedural safeguards. They will receive regular communication from staff regarding
their child's learning, progress towards IEP goals and objectives, resources for mental
health support, and social skills activities that can be provided in the home and
community. They will also receive support with technology so that they may support
their child’s education. Staff will be trained in this entire process as well as in a variety of
online learning strategies to assure compliance with this plan.

Garden City Public Schools Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan 12



• Optional Considerations for District/PSA Extended COVID-19 Learning
Plans:

• 1. In addition to the students with disabilities noted above, please describe how
the District/PSA will ensure that the needs of other vulnerable student
populations, such as but not limited to, early English Learners and
Fledgling/struggling students, are met.

2. Please describe how the District/PSA will ensure that students will, during
pandemic learning, have continued access to programs such as, but not limited
to, Early Childhood, CTE, Early-Middle College, Dual Enrollment and
Advanced Placement as applicable within the District/PSA.

Vulnerable student populations will remain a concern as we deliver instruction in various
forms during the COVID-19 pandemic. The district will continue English Language
support with our EL staff and support from our ISD, Wayne RESA. At risk students will
also remain a priority as part of our ongoing school improvement process. As
mentioned, we will continue to use formative assessments like the NWEA to make sure
additional supports are given where needed.

Furthermore, intervention services that we have provided in the past are still in place
now. We have multiple interventions in our Prek-8 schools. Reading coaches are in
place to provide support for teachers that have students with literacy/reading deficits in
the online classrooms. Early learners will also have their needs met as part of our
continuing GSRP program. Our high school has also continued with their intervention
services and programs, like Link Crew and Champions Mentors. The high school’s CTE
program is also being supported with upgraded technology and computers that allow
them to work with the necessary programs remotely. AP classes are continuing to be
offered through remote learning by our certified AP teachers.
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